
1  

The CMTF Board invites you to 

join us for our Annual meeting 

on Thursday, 21 April, at 6pm.  

We will recap 2021 events and 

projects, review our plans for 

2022 and take nominations for 

our new slate of officers. 

Highlights from 2021 

 Masonry repairs at roof 

 Roof replaced as a result 

of generous masonic and 

community members and a 

matching grant from MCCF 

 Fly space Resided  

 Ballroom floor repaired 

 Main Entry Doors — removed 

11 layers of paint, cleaned 

the hardware, repaired, 

sanded and repainted 

 Grand Hall painted 

 Original light fixtures were 

cleaned and re-wired 

 Leaking pipes replaced 

 New handicap entry ramp 

connecting to the Library 

 South Carriage Entry 

doors — removed paint         

layers, holes repaired,   

sanded and repainted—         

project continuing into 

2022 with a new exterior 

landing and expanded       

sidewalk 

 Continue work to upgrade 

commercial kitchen 

 Hosted 98 Masonic/York 

Rite/Eastern Star Events 

 Hosted 15 Private Events 

 Hosted 6 Weddings 

 Hosted 5 Fundraisers  

 Hosted 4 Community       

Meetings 

 Hosted 4 Funeral dinners 

 Hosted 3 Graduations 

Annual Meeting on 21 April 2022 at 6pm 

Restored Main Entry Doors Damaged 

Sometime during the    

evening of 14 Feb 2022,      

Vandals damaged our 

restored historic Main       

entry doors. 

The Board, the Masons 

and a few friends spent 

over 240 hours             

restoring the doors and 

Invested over $800 in 

supplies. The vandalism 

was discovered by board member 

Yvonne Ratcliffe on 15 Feb 

2022.   A police report has been 

filed, and they are investigating it 

and another incident downtown 

the week before.   The glass has 

been taped for safety as we wait 

for the new glass to be installed.  

We thank the community for its  

patience while repairs are made.  

The Cornerstone 

2021CMTF Board 

Of Directors 

John Phillips, 

President 

Yvonne Ratcliffe, 

Vice President 

Charles Sommer, 

Treasurer 

Judith Kleine,  

Asst Treasurer 

Bev Wheeler,  

Asst Treasurer 

Jennifer Lowe, 

Secretary 

Irvan Boeglin 

Candy Budd 

Jim Gillikin 

Marianne Isaacs 

Mike Reidy 

Joseph Sparks 

Theresa Tyner 

Scott Wheeler 

 

 

Kim Clark — events 

coordinator and 

building manager 

Crawfordsville Masonic Temple Foundation, Inc. 

221 S Washington Street  

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  47933  

Volume 2, issue 1— March 2022 



2  

The Montgomery Lodge No. 50, 

Free & Accepted Masons, was 

chartered on May 27, 1844,   

almost 178 years ago.  In the 

1890s, five Masonic bodies 

merged to form 

the Temple           

Association with 

the dream of 

building a remark-

able new lodge 

building.  The     

Masons worked 

for almost a    

decade to obtain 

funds and a loan, 

to build the       

current “Crawfordsville       

Masonic Temple”.  

the Crawfordsville Journal  

Wed, April 3, 1901, p 5 noted 

that “The matter of erecting a 

suitable home for the Masonic 

bodies in Montgomery County 

has long been the dream of its 

devoted members, and the     

committee having the matter in 

charge has been quietly but  

persistently working for more 

than one year to place the    

matter on a definite basis…”  

The local newspaper covered 

the planning of the new  

facility which consisted of 

a committee refining the 

plans up to 10 times. The 

article goes on to describe 

in detail each room and its 

purpose. “It is safe to say 

that no Masonic home in 

the states of the central 

west will approach it in 

convenience, completeness 

or beauty…”  This building 

was big news throughout 

the state.  

The first floor of the                    

Crawfordsville Masonic Temple 

was “built  exclusively for social 

purposes”.  In the past this building 

was used extensively by the         

community for banquets,                 

receptions, proms and funerals.    

It was open to service men on leave 

during both World Wars, and the 

Red Cross also used the lower 

floor during that time.  The      

building theatre was used from 

1918 through the early 1960s for 

over 200 productions by the              

Crawfordsville Dramatic Club,  

Wabash College and                     

Crawfordsville High School.  

Some interesting facts about this 

building include: 

Original building  (70’x125’x50’h) – 

it is historically noted as a two-

story building that has ten level 

changes. 

Construction/First Brick Laid on 

September 3, 1901 – A.F. Ramsey, 

Building Committee Chairman  

Cornerstone was laid on October 

31, 1901, with Governor Durbin  

officiating and a lot of community 

fanfare  
 

The Masons expected to spend 

$32,000 on building as of April 

1902; however, the Property and 

Building was completed at the cost 

of $50,000  
 

The building was dedicated on May 

27, 1904, the sixtieth anniversary 

of the founding of Masonry in 

Crawfordsville, with Lew Wallace 

leading the parade and ceremonies  
 

Crawfordsville Masonic Temple 

foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit  

organization, was formed to         

Preserve the building and has 

owned the building since December 

2019. 

Historic Timeline Of The Masonic Cornerstone Building 

The Cornerstone 

1844 — Lodge 50 

chartered 

1890s — Lodge 

works towards a 

new home 

1901—1903   

Construction of 

the current      

masonic temple 

1904 — Building 

dedicated 

December 2019 — 

Crawfordsville 

Masonic Temple 

foundation      

receives the 

building to      

preserve it 
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Preserving a historic structure 

is an expensive undertaking.  The 

board of the Crawfordsville  

Masonic Temple foundation 

(CMTF) continues to work          

diligently to raise funds through 

Capital Campaigns, Fundraisers 

and Grant Writing. 
 

In 2022, we have an urgent need 

to repair our masonry and           

windows in order to stop the   

water damage.  After standing 

strong for 120 years, the         

mortar between the bricks has 

deteriorated — and in some areas 

completely disappeared —            

resulting in significant water 

leaks and a compromised struc-

ture.  Additionally, all of the   

windows need to be repaired or  

replaced due to Rotting sills and 

loose or broken glass. 
 

The Foundation’s Grant             

Committee has identified an        

opportunity to  receive 

$100,000 for these        

repairs if we can match it 

by raising $100,000        

ourselves by June 2022.  
 

Working together ,we can 

meet this challenge.  We 

are asking every member 

of Lodge 50, York Rite, 

Eastern Star, the  Founda-

tion Board, present and 

past, and  Community    

Members to make a          

monetary contribution to 

the  Building Renovation Fund.   

Working together, we can             

renovate this building for the 

whole community. 
 

CMTF Mission Statement : 

Committed to being the Historic 

Cornerstone for Community        

enhancement and engagement. 
 

Vision Statement: 

Dedicated to preserving and        

promoting the unique history and 

architecture of the 1901 historic 

building for all facets of             

community use.  We envision the    

future with the historic theatre 

restored and the grand ballroom 

with an upgraded commercial  

kitchen providing opportunities 

for community groups, individuals 

and  businesses.   

How Can I Help? 

The Cornerstone 

Donor Levels 

Tuscan —  

$0-499.99 
 

Doric — 

$500-1499.99 
 

Ionic — 

$1500-2499.99 
 

Corinthian — 

$2500-4999.99 
 

Composite — 

$5000.00 and up 
 

 

Contributing 

$50 or more  for 

any project in a 

calendar year 

qualifies you as a 

member of the  

Foundation  
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CMTF is a 501(c)3 non-profit          

organization, and contributions to 

CMTF are tax deductible to the   

extent allowed by Law.  

Our Tax ID # is: 81-1445468. 
 

Sponsorship opportunities: 

 10’ square feet of masonry and  

mortar repairs        $2500 

 50 replacement Bricks  $2500 

 replace a missing limestone   

Baluster (12 needed)    $1000 

 Small Window repair      $1000    

 Small Window replace  $4000 

 Large Window repair      $4000    

 Large Window replace  $12000 
 

Building Facts: 

 Exterior vertical surface area 

= 26,240 sf (Limestone, Brick 

and Windows) 

 111 Windows in 13 shapes/sizes 

 7 oversized exterior doors 
 

Please consider supporting this 

worthy cause and send your         

donation to:  
 

Crawfordsville Masonic  

Temple Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  47933  
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Robert and Shirley Schmidt 

in  Memory of Marvin Ramsey 

David and Jeanette Shelton 

in memory of Marvin Ramsey 

Sarah Zull 

 

Kenn Clark 

Janice Clauser 

Clara Dulin in memory 

of Basil Dulin 

Dennis and Deanna 

Hohlbein 

Jacob and Marianne Isaacs 

Dian Moore 

Mike and Meegan Reidy 

Chuck and Eatha Sommer 

 

DR and CJ Cook in  

loving memory of   

Norma and Richard 

Grimes and Eula  

Irvan Boeglin 

William Calder in 

Memory of Bill        

Clifton 

Jim Gillikin 

Nancy Grimes in memory of 

Marvin Ramsey 

Dan and Stacey Guard in 

memory of Marvin Ramsey 

David and Sheridan Hadley 

Bethanne Harmon and  

Beverly Wheeler 

Doug and Shannon Hudson in 

honor of Tyler, Cari & Molly 

Donald and Mary Jane          

Livingston in Memory of 

Marvin Ramsey 

Doug and Nancy Mills 

Greg and Nancy Morrison in 

Memory of Marvin Ramsey 

Haslam plus Best     Regards 

to Carol (Grimes) and Denny 

cook 

Network For Good 

 

Greg and Judi Kleine 

 

 

 

 

Buzzy Kidd 

Larry and Yvonne 

Ratcliffe 

Scott Wheeler 

 

Thank you for your gifts —

They are helping us to save 

this beautiful historic  

building 

Crawfordsville 

Masonic Temple 

Foundation, Inc. 

221 S Washington St 

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  

47933  

Committed to being 

the Historic 

Cornerstone for 

Community 

enhancement and 

engagement. 

Upcoming events 

25-26 March — Private Wedding 

4 April — Montgomery Lodge 50 

9 April — Private Party 

14 April — Eastern Star 

15-16 April — Fish Fry Fundraiser 

20 April — Private  Lunch Party 

20 April — York Rite  

21 April — CMTF Annual Meeting 

23 April — Private Bridal Shower 

30 April — Private  Bridal Shower 

2 May — Montgomery Lodge 50 

7 May — Private Wedding 

12 May — Eastern Star 

14-15 May — Art League Show 

18 May — York Rite 

20 May — Private Dinner Rehearsal 

28 May — Private Wedding 

11 June — Strawberry Festival 

              Foundation Fundraiser 

Donations received — October – December 2021 

Kim Clark 

765-366-2880 

themasoniccornerstone.com 

themasoniccornerstone 

@gmail.com 
Schedule your event today 

with Kim Clark 

mailto:themasoniccornerstone@gmail.com
mailto:themasoniccornerstone@gmail.com

