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We asked, and our community has 

responded by giving!!  

 THANK YOU !   

Did you notice we have boarded up 

some windows ?  Vintage  Windows 

Restoration began repairs to the 

front six second-floor  windows 

in April. In May, the Montgomery 

County Community Foundation 

(MCCF) awarded us a grant to  

continue repairs to our windows. 

As the Summer progresses ,you 

will see 

thirty-six 

additional 

windows 

repaired 

and rein-

stalled.  

Masonry 

and        

window 

repairs are top priorities this year. 

The Big Story for this 

Summer….Windows!!!! 

Restoring the South Carriage Entry Doors and Landing 

The South Carriage Entry 

Doors have been repaired 

thanks to the 2020 grant we 

received from MCCF. The 

doors will be reinstalled with 

new panic hard-

ware as soon 

as the new 

Landing is    

completed.    

Local fire in-

spectors and 

the City have 

worked with 

the board to 

make our build-

ing a safe place 

for community events. The origi-

nal steps and doors did not 

meet national safety standards 

for a fire exit.  

The Masons volunteered to 

take on the needed concrete 

work, helping us to stretch our 

grant dollars further to cov-

er the required door hardware. 

Their willingness to take on 

this task has saved funds for 

the Foundation. The CMTF 

Board is very thankful for 

their efforts to save the build-

ing and proud to have them on 

our team.  More pictures to 

come in the Fall edition... 
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L-R: Stan Hamilton, Yvonne 

Ratcliffe, Mary Coyle, Jen 

Lowe and Judi Kleine.   

MCCF Grant Award was  gifted 

from the  Irwin Lee Detchon 

Fund, Hank and Nancy Coyle 

Fund, John and Betty Culley 

Fund, Earl F. and Ruby B.         

Elliott Fund and M. Gaildene 

and Stan Hamilton Fund 
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Michael Lowe and his brothers 

have always dreamed of bringing 

a large theater back to down-

town, and that is how this part-

nership began. These Brothers 

have been a part of historic 

downtown Crawfordsville for 

15 years.  First as the original 

owner/operators of Johnny 

Provolones and then coming 

back as Brothers Pizza.  They are 

a true family business. 

The brothers are related to one 

of our board members, Jen Lowe, 

and she asked if they knew of  

anyone who could help us with 

plaster repairs. Michael is a 4th-

generation Plasterer, and after 

a tour of the building, he jumped 

right into restoring this treas-

ure! Michael is donating his tal-

ent and the treasure of genera-

tions of experience in a vanishing 

trade. 

When asked why he volunteered 

to help with the badly needed 

repairs, Michael's response was, 

“I wanted to provide my family’s 

trade, and I think it is cool to 

touch the same places that     

other tradesman hands have 

touched over the last 100+ 

years.” 

Jen had a conversation with    

Michael five years ago, during 

which she asked if he knew there 

was a 200-seat theater on the 

second level of the Masonic 

Temple.  His eyes lit up, and he 

said, “that is just what we need in 

our downtown!”   

Jen and 

Michael 

both 

agree 

that we 

need a 

year-

round 

weekly 

enter-

tainment     

destina-

tion in our historic downtown 

for locals and visitors alike.  

Michael shared that the Masons 

are wonderful to work with, and 

he is looking forward to getting 

back on the project.  He is bring-

ing in specialized tools while the 

masons have provided the scaf-

folding and materials.   

At the end of the day, this busi-

ness owner is looking at the big 

picture. He wants everyone work-

ing together to bring life back to 

downtown day and night.  There 

are so many opportunities, and it 

is up to all of us to protect, pre-

serve and promote our historic 

downtown.  

 

Time, Talent and Treasures...The gifts of giving 

The Cornerstone 

How Can I Help? 

CMTF is still raising 

matching funds for 

grants we are apply-

ing for this fall.     

Every dollar 

designated for 

building reno-

vation goes in-

to our match-

ing funds ac-

count and dou-

bles in     value—

giving us 

double the 

funds to repair 

our building. 

 

Contributions to 

CMTF, a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization,  

are tax deductible to 

the extent allowed by 

Law. Our Tax ID # is:          

81-1445468. 

 
 

Sponsorship                      

opportunities: 

 10’ square feet of       

masonry/mortar 

repairs:  $2500 

 50 replacement 

bricks:  $2500 

 Small window      

repair:  $1000    

 Large window      

repair:  $2000 

 
 

 

Please consider       

supporting this       

worthy cause. Send 

your  donation to:  
 

Crawfordsville             

Masonic Temple         

Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  

47933-0713  
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Crawfordsville Mayor Todd Barton 

with City Councilman and CMTF 

Board Member Mike Reidy presenting 

a check to aid in our Vision of         

preserving and promoting the    

unique history and architecture of 

the 1901 historic building for all       

facets of community use.   

Michael Lowe 
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Vision Statement: 

Dedicated to preserving and promoting the unique history and 

architecture of the 1901historic building for all facets of community 

use.  We envision the future with the historic theatre restored and the 

grand ballroom with an upgraded commercial  kitchen providing 

opportunities for community groups, individuals and  businesses. 

The Cornerstone 
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CMTF Mission 

Statement : 

Committed to being 

the Historic       

Cornerstone       

for Community        

enhancement and 

engagement. 

The People    

we know — 

Groups who 

use the           

Masonic      

Cornerstone 

EASTERN STAR 

Crawfordsville  

Eastern Star 

Chapter, Athens 

Chapter #97 

 

Candace Budd is 

the Eastern Star 

representative 

on the CMTF 

Board 

 

The Athens     

Chapter meets on 

the second 

Thursday of the 

month (except  

December and 

January) in the 

South Parlor 

The Order of the Eastern Star is a 

society open to Freemasons hold-

ing the rank of Master Mason and 

the female relatives of Masons. 

Lawyer and educator, Rob Morris, 

a noted Freemason, established 

the Order in 1850. Its multicol-

ored star-shaped logo has five 

points which symbolically repre-

sent character-building lessons 

exemplified by significant female 

biblical figures.  Although the  

Order is based on teachings from 

the Bible, it is open to people of 

all religious beliefs. The enduring 

beliefs of Brotherly Love, Relief 

and Truth along with certain 

core values of friendship, commu-

nity service, diversity and charity 

guide our Order. We are the larg-

est fraternal organization in the 

world in which both men and wom-

en can belong. Indiana has a total 

of twenty-one districts across 

the state. Our Crawfordsville 

Chapter, Athens Chapter #97, is 

within District 9 and consists of 

Montgomery, Parke and Putnam 

Counties. Chapters are often    

involved in community service and 

supporting charitable organiza-

tions. The state organization also 

helps fund and operate a Senior     

Living Community for our older 

members who belong to Indiana 

chapters. 

To help you understand truly 

what this organization is, I’ll tell 

you my personal story of member-

ship. I was initiated in the 

Waynetown Chapter after I 

turned18 along with my sister, 

Kim.  My parents, Norman and Mary 

F. Cramer, were the Worthy        

Matron and Worthy Patron at the 

time.  My grandmother, Mary C. 

Cramer, also held an office as the 

Star point Esther. The Worthy  

Matron and Worthy Patron are  

the highest offices within the     

chapter.  My first station (office) 

was the Star point Martha. I was in 

college at the time and participated 

when I could. After being active in a 

service organization for a few 

years, I returned to serving as an 

officer in Eastern Star and have 

been one ever since. My membership 

has included the Alamo Chapter and 

now the Athens Chapter. I have 

served in different offices in the 

district and state level. 

The tradition of being part of the 

third generation of my family to be 

active in the Order is a special     

honor for me. I attend meetings and 

other events often with my mom. The 

members of the Order are friends 

and become family. You can go 

throughout the state and know that 

you can find friends wherever you 

go. The Order allows for members 

to be as active as you choose to be. 

To be honest, the more you are      

involved, the more you get back. 

Hopefully, you now understand a 

little better what Eastern Star is. 

You have seen us at the Montgomery 

Lodge’s fish fry and chili suppers 

serving desserts and drinks. Our 

district hosts an annual craft show 

each year, and this year it will be  

Saturday, November 12, at the        

Masonic Cornerstone. We would 

love to see you there. In the mean-

time, if you have questions or would 

like to learn more or how to become 

a member, please contact me at     

317-432-0569. You can also check 

out the Indiana Grand Chapter       

Order of the Eastern Star website 

at www.indianaoes.org. 

 

Deb Cramer 

Member of the Order of the  

Eastern Star 
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Larrie and Pat Patton 

Robert and Gail Pebworth 

Sandra Rayburn 

Mike and Meegan Reidy 

Robert and Nancy Rogers 

Harry Siamas, in Memory of John Siamas 

Richard and Barbara VanArsdel 

Samuel Vaught 

Ann Yount 

 

Byron Cox Post 72—American Legion 

Errol and Judy McBride 

Chuck and Eatha Sommer 

Jerry and Lucinda Smith 

 

Hoosier heartland State Bank 

Greg and Judi Kleine 

Larry and Yvonne Ratcliffe 

  

City of Crawfordsville 

Fidelity Charitable 

Lester Hearson 

Montgomery County Community    

Foundation 

John and Joyce Bever  

Kathleen Brown 

Patrick and Joyce  Burnette 

Karen Crawford 

S Bryan and Laura Donaldson 

Scott and Jamie Douglas 

John and Carolyn Doyel 

Sam and Carolyn Fisher 

Robert Foote and Cheryl Hughes 

Jake Froerer 

Tammy Fulwider 

Teresa Fyffe 

James and Nancy Gineris 

Jim Gillikin 

Shirley Hill and Lana Willhite 

Elizabeth Johnson 

Lew Wallace Study Preservation Society, Inc 

Jeff and Sue Lucas 

Dale Milligan 

Thomas and Suanne Milligan 

Morris and Mary Ann Mills 

Larry and Connie Motz 

Network For Good 

Kenneth and Betty Norman 

Olmy Olmstead 

Thank you for your gifts —They are helping us to save this beautiful historic  building! 

Crawfordsville 

Masonic Temple 

Foundation, Inc. 

221 S Washington St 

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  

47933-0713  

Exciting News!  The Crawfordsville Masonic      

Temple Foundation (CMTF) has been accepted into 

the Indiana Neighborhood Assistance Program 

(NAP). This program allows our not-for-profit 

Foundation to distribute Indiana Tax credits as an 

incentive to donors. As a first-time  participant, 

our Foundation was given $3,700 worth of NAP 

credits.   

   

HOW DO THE CREDITS WORK? 

Donations to CMTF are eligible for a tax credit on your Indiana taxes 

worth 50% of your contribution.  For example, if an individual  

contributes $1,000 to the Foundation, they will receive a $500 Indiana 

tax credit. The minimum NAP Tax Credit Donation allowed is $100 for a 

$50 tax credit, and the maximum NAP Tax Credit Donation allowed is 

$50,000 for a $25,000 tax credit. That maximum is for all donations 

combined, even if the donor contributes to multiple NAP organiza-

tions.  

Donations are reported by the CMTF to the 

Indiana Housing and Community Development 

Authority (IHCDA), which manages NAP.  IHCDA 

reports  the donor information to the Indiana 

Department of Revenue which provides the 

credit for the donor’s state tax liability.  NAP 

tax credits must be claimed in the year that the 

donation was made and cannot be rolled over 

to the next tax year. 

 

Contact Yvonne Ratcliffe for a Donor       

Contribution Form.   

Call/Text 904-608-8783 or Email: 

y.ratcliffe@comcast.net   

NAP Credits will be issued on a first-come   

basis.  Again, since it is our first year, we 

have only $3,700 in tax credits to issue. 

Donations received — January – May  2022 

Kim Clark 

765-366-2880 

themasoniccornerstone.com 

themasoniccornerstone 

@gmail.com 

Our  front porch 

Thank you, Paula Furr, 

for your  green thumb!  

Paula has graciously 

donated these summer 

arrangements, and they 

are  beautiful.  
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