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2024 CMTF Board 

Of Directors 

Yvonne Ratcliffe, 

President 

Joseph Sparks,    

Vice President 

Bev Wheeler,   

Treasurer 

Judith Kleine,      

Asst Treasurer 

Theresa Tyner,  

Secretary 

Janelle Boyd 

Iva Brooks 

Ken Custer 

Jim Gillikin 

Jennifer Lowe 

John Phillips 

Charles Sommer 

Scott Wheeler 

 

Laura Harris— 

Events Manager 

 

765-810-2776 

themasoniccornerstone.com 

 

Contact Laura to  

celebrate your day 

in  the company of 

your nearest and 

dearest in the 

Grand Hall and  

Banquet Room,    

adorned with           

eye-catching            

architecture.  We 

can accommodate 

gatherings of all 

sizes; each one       

catered to you.   
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2024 Preservation Progress   

Work on our East [Main Entry]  

Elevation was recently bid out 

And will begin soon as contracts 

Can be signed.  This project has 

been funded in part by your  

generosity and a grant from the   

U.S. Department of the Interior,  

National Park Service’s Historic Preservation Fund  

administered by the Indiana Department of Natural  

Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and  

Archaeology. The Project consists of Masonry Repairs, 

Replacement of Missing or Damaged Masonry, Historic 

Mortar Replacement, and Masonry Cleaning. 

2024-2025 180 Makeover Grant Awarded!  

CMTF, with the City of Crawfordsville’s  

support, was awarded a 180 Makeover 

grant to work on electrical system           

upgrades and the installation of a fire 

alarm system.  We are currently working 

on bid documents with our electrical       

engineer, and we hope to bid out the         

project in early September.  The contract 

will allow us to complete much-needed   

improvements: upgrade our building to 

three-phase electric, preparing us for      

future elevator and mechanical system   

updates; upgrade several of our old     

electrical panels, fixtures and wiring; and add an Addressable 

Fire Alarm System, which will  notify the Local 

Fire Department immediately in the event of a 

fire.  Current preliminary estimates show that 

we will need approximately $40,000 above the 

award to complete the  project.  The estimated 

project start date is January 1, 2025, with 

completion by October 1, 2025.  During this 

time we will still be open for business. Let us 

know how we can help you. 

$100,000 Available for Project $65,500 NEEDED! 
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 2024 NAP Credits Awarded 

CMT BUILDING            

TIMELINE 

 

1844 — Lodge 50 

chartered 

1890s — Lodge 

works toward a 

new home 

1901—1903         

Construction of 

the current           

masonic temple 

1904 — Building 

dedicated 

December 2019 — 

Crawfordsville 

Masonic Temple 

foundation            

receives the     

building to            

preserve it 

The Crawfordsville Masonic Temple Foundation (CMTF) has been 

accepted into the Indiana Neighborhood Assistance Program 

(NAP) for the third year in a row.  This program allows our not-

for-profit foundation to distribute Indiana Tax credits as an in-

centive to       donors.  CMTF was given $9,010 worth of NAP 

credits for the July 2024– March 2025 NAP cycle.  

HOW DO THE CREDITS WORK? 

Donations to CMTF are eligible for a tax credit on your        

Indiana taxes worth 50% of your contribution. NOTE: This 

is a tax credit, not a deduction. 

For example, if an individual        

contributes $1000 to the          

Foundation, they will receive a 

$500 Indiana tax credit.  As a  

credit (versus deduction), the 

$500 credit is subtracted from the 

amount of taxes you owe the State of 

Indiana during the year that the             

donation was made. 

The minimum NAP Tax Credit Donation allowed is $100 for a $50 

tax credit and the maximum NAP Tax Credit Donation allowed is 

$50,000 for a $25,000 tax credit.  That maximum is for all          

donations combined, even if the donor contributes to multiple 

NAP organizations.  

Contact Yvonne Ratcliffe with any questions and to get a         

Donor Contribution Form. Call/Text 904-608-8783 or Email: 

y.ratcliffe@comcast.net    

NAP Credits will be issued on a first come basis.   

All money given through 2024 CMTF NAP program  

will be used to repair our Masonry on the Front Elevation. 

CMTF hosted the recent 

Crawfordsville Main Street 

Historic Preservation Trade 

Training Workshop.                 

Interested people came to our 

facility to learn how to 

properly repair and refinish 

historic wood flooring and 

repair historic masonry.  As a 

result, our mezzanine-level 

floors and Grand Stairway 

will be refinished!   

How We Raise Money: 

Event Rentals 

Fundraisers 

Grants 

Capital Campaigns 

Tax Credits 
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  STRATEGIC PLANNING for our FUTURE 
 

CMTF Board Members recently completed a year-long series 

of planning sessions to provide a more secure future for our building.  

Thanks to a grant from the Montgomery County Community Foundation, 

we were able to determine goals and an action plan for making our 

dreams for this beautiful building a reality.  It is our desire to continue 

to preserve this beautiful historic structure for our community to use 

for the next 120+ years.  We will only be able to do that by focusing on 

our goals:       

• Financial Stability—finding new ways to 

raise funds for projects and utilities 

• Board Governance—having a well-

rounded, productive board that works to-

gether 

• Building Renovation/Preservation—

continuing to work on the building to save  

it as funds are available  

• Communications—letting our community 

know our needs and what we can do for 

you 
 

We appreciate any help to reach our goals. 

 

 

The Events Committee at the Masonic Cornerstone has been busy prepar-

ing and planning for our 5th Annual Festival of trees. This is our major 

fundraiser of the year, and the proceeds go toward the renovation and 

restoration of  our beautiful building.  Please consider sponsoring a 

tree for the 2024 Festival of Trees with the QR Code, sponsorship 

form, or at https://themasoniccornerstone.com/upcoming-events/  

DAY OF SERVICE 

Do you have time or skills?  

We can always use help. 

 

CMTF is participating in the 

September 25, 2024 

City of Crawfordsville 

Day of Service 

8am—Noon 

Cleaning and Painting 

CMTF Mission Statement : 

Committed to being the Historic       

Cornerstone  for Community        

enhancement and engagement. 

PROJECT UPDATES 

Main Floor Bathroom Upgrades 

 

 

Kitchen Renovation Work 

 

 

Electrical Upgrades/ Fire Alarm Estimates 

$20,000 completed 

$50,000 NEEDED! 

$40,000 NEEDED! 

$40,000 NEEDED! $192,000 Available for Project 

https://themasoniccornerstone.com/upcoming-events/
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Judith Kleine, Architect 

Dian Moore 

Larry and Yvonne Ratcliffe 

Kathy Steele 

Tri-County Bank and Trust 

Justice Howland Charity Fund 

 

 

Chuck and Eatha Sommer Trust 

 

 

 

 

Long-time board member Chuck 

Sommer lost his wife on             

December 10, 2023, and has   

designated CMTF Kitchen        

Renovations for Donations in 

Eatha Sommer’s Memory. Along 

with an outpouring of gifts in 

2023, gifts have also been given in 2024 by: 

 

Andy and Karen Biddle 

Ruby Elliott 

Gaylon and Kristie Ross 

Richard and Cynthia Sakowski 

Chuck and Eatha Sommer Trust 

Jon and Pat Sommer 

Brenda and Bryce Barton 

Andy and Karen Biddle 

Burkhart funeral Home 

Kim Clark 

Don and Jean Cowen 

Karen Crawford 

John and Betty Culley 

Ruby Elliott 

First Baptist Church Keenagers 

Samuel and Carolyn Fisher 

Tammy R. Fulwider 

Alvin and Phyllis Furrer 

Terri Fyffe 

William Goebel 

David and Sheridan Hadley 

Ethan Hollander 

Kurt and Carol Homann 

Marc and Helen Hudson 

Jim and Peggy Jackman 

Kroger Rewards 

Sue and Jeff Lucas 

Aaron and Amy Mattingly 

Greg and Laura Miller 

Tom and Sue Milligan 

Betty Norman 

John and Diane Oilar 

PayPal Giving Fund 

Marty Pool 

Gaylon and Kristen Ross 

Dixie Ruggles 

Richard and Cynthia Sakowski 

Jon and Patricia Sommer 

Kathy Tobias 

Theresa Tyner 

Pete and Bronna Utterback 

Scott Wheeler 

 

Thank you for your gifts — 

They are helping us to save  

this beautiful historic building! 

 

Crawfordsville Masonic Temple 

Foundation, Inc. 

221 S Washington St 

PO Box 713 

Crawfordsville, IN  47933-0713  

Donations received —  Jan 2024 - Jun 2024 

765 - 810 - 2776 

themasoniccornerstone.com 

themasoniccornerstone 

@gmail.com 

Donor Levels 

Tuscan —  

$0-499.99 
 

Doric — 

$500-1499.99 
 

Ionic — 

$1500-2499.99 
 

Corinthian — 

$2500-4999.99 
 

Composite — 

$5000.00 and up 

Please consider supporting this worthy cause.   

 

Mail your  donation to:  

Crawfordsville  Masonic Temple               Give online at: 

Foundation, Inc.                      

PO Box 713           

Crawfordsville, IN  47933    

      

Give through the community  

foundation: 

MCCF (www.mccf-in.org) 

Masonic Temple Pass-Through 

 

mailto:themasoniccornerstone@gmail.com
mailto:themasoniccornerstone@gmail.com

